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7HOMEGOING

1, 2, 3, 6, 8, and 9

1  Abeeku 2  Fiifi

3  James Collins 4  Effia

5  Baaba 6  Cobbe

1  d    2  c    3  a    4  b    5  c    6  b 

1  f     2  b    3  a    4  c    5  e

1 I don’t want to.

2 How could I be scared of  losing against  

 someone with such small arms.

3 No, I know you wouldn’t hurt me.

4 Yes. 

5 I’ll wrestle you now.

6 You’ve never been too tired to win.

1  Esi 2 slave owner

3  25 4 Alabama plantation

5  three months 6 field slave

7  light-skinned 8 long, curly

9  scars 10 neck

1 Because the master of  Hell would  

 punish her.

2 By trying to remember her mother.

3 She had hiccups and she doesn’t speak.

4 She slept with Ness every night.

5 Tom Allan’s son, Tom Jr., ran into Pinky  

 and made her spill the water.

6 Just as Tom Jr. was about to hit Pinky.

1  e    2  a    3  f     4  b    5  c    6  d 

1  T    2  F    3  DS    4  F    5  DS    6  T 

1  called 2  made 3  would 

4  at 5  why 6  had

1 Jo lived in Baltimore with his adopted  

 mother Ma Aku, Jo’s wife, Anna, and their  

 seven children. 

2 Ma Aku and Anna cleaned houses  

 together while Jo worked in the shipyard. 

3 They lived as free people, not slaves. 

4 Jo had been a slave once. He was only  

 a baby, yet every time he saw one of   

 the few slaves in Baltimore, he felt like he  

 remembered.

5 When he saw the slaves, he understood  

 how easily that could have been him if  Ma  

 Aku had not rescued him and taken him  

 to freedom.

6 Ma Aku sometimes told him about their  

 lives back in the South, about his mother  

 and father, Ness and Sam, and all they  

 had done to make sure he was free. 

7 Jo was grateful. Because of  them, he did  

 not have to worry about picking cotton in  

 a hot field somewhere, or being beaten and  

 whipped by a cruel master. 

8 He had to work hard in Baltimore, but at  

 least he was free.

1  Ma Aku  2  Agnes 

3 Beulah 4  Cato; Felicity

5 Eurias; Gracie 6  Jo

1 “Why would you want to do that?” Abena’s  

 father asked her.

2 “I’m an Asante, aren’t I?” asked Abena.

3 “Don’t we come from Kumasi?” asked  

 Abena.

4 “Why didn’t your parents want you to  

 marry him?” asked Abena

5 “If  you haven’t married me by now, you  

 won’t ever marry me,” said Abena to Ohene.

6 “Are you a ghost?” the old man asked.

a  lots of  other crops b  fruits

c  oil d  wine

1  b    2  c    3  d    4  d 
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7HOMEGOING

1  of  2  by 3  at

4  in 5  for 6  about

1  open 2  whip 3  black

4  grew 5  different 6  you

1  research 2  prisoner

3  addiction 4  Afro-Caribbean

5  immediately 6  caught

7  themselves 8  necklace 

1  a    2  a    3  c    4  d    5  d    6  c

1  would’ve married

2  had not rescued

3  could have continued  

4  walked 

5  would be able to

1  falling apart 2  take over 

3  get out of  4  pulled out

5  give it away 6  come back for

1  addict 2  bruised 

3  cursed 4  slave 

5  wrestling 6  prison 

Birth: baptized born   

  pregnant umbilical cord

Marriage: husband unmarried   

  wedding wife

Death: funeral inherit

  killed mourner

1 He spent the next four days in jail.

2 The fine was $10.

3 He only had $5.

4 He was chained to ten other men.

5 He was sold to work in the coal mines for  

 the next ten years.

6 They had to shovel thousands of  pounds  

 of  coal a day.

The miners’ demands: 

 better pay

 better care for the sick

 to work fewer hours

The bosses’ offer:

 to replace the free miners with prisoners      

 to pay more

1  a    2  c    3  d    4  d    5  b    6  a    7  c    8  a

1  fire 2  smart 3  evil

4  father 5  war 6  revenge

7  yourself  8  class

c

1  addict 2  ruining 3  suffering   

4  drugs 5  breaking 6  heroin

Robert 

was the whitest black boy Willie had ever seen

was Carson’s father

wanted a place of  their own

kissed Willie in front of  some white men

Eli

was a poet

showed her things and places  

she had never dreamed of

was Josephine’s father

would not leave Willie with any money 
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