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1THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF SERENA WILLIAMS                                                                     

Complete the sentences. Choose the correct words from the box.

learning              money              old              black              racism              successful

Serena Williams is a very 1  tennis player. But 2  
tennis was not easy for Serena. Her family did not have 3  for tennis lessons. 
Serena had to play on 4  tennis courts, and her rackets and balls were  
very old. Some people did not like Serena, because she was 5  . They said, 
“Black people do not play tennis!” But this 6  did not stop Serena.

Complete the sentences. Write Serena, Serena and Venus or Richard.
1	 One day,  watched tennis on television.
2	 The courts were always dirty, and  had to clean them first.
3	 Baby  watched her sisters, and then at three years old she started  
	 playing tennis, too.
4	  won many tennis tournaments for children.
5	 Every day, after school,  went to the academy and practised tennis for  
	 six hours.
6	 Sometimes some white people at tennis tournaments said horrible things about  
	  because they were black.
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1THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF SERENA WILLIAMS                                                                     

Match the dates with the events. Draw lines between them.

Complete the text. Use the correct forms of  the verbs in brackets.
1	  (think) about tennis was difficult for Serena now. 
2	 She had  (think) about her family.
3	 In 2006, Serena  (travel) to Africa, and she learned about its people.
4	 Serena  (be) ready for tennis again. 
5	 But some people  (say), “This is the end for Serena Williams.”
6	 She played tennis because she loved it, and she loved  (win).
7	 In 2007, she  (win) the Australian Open tournament, and, in 2008,  
	 she was the world’s number one again.

Read the questions about Chapter Five. Write one-, two- or three-word answers.
1	 How many gold medals did Serena win at the Olympic Games in London? 
2	 Which year did she win the US Open and Wimbledon? 
3	 Where was Serena in 2015? 
4	 Who sat at her table at breakfast? 
5	 Who is he now? 
6	 When did Serena and Alexis have a baby? 

1997

1998

1999

2002

2002
and
2003

a	 She won her first US Open tournament in the singles and  
	 she finished high school.

b	 She won the French Open tournament and the Wimbledon  
	 tournament. Now, she was the world’s number-one female tennis player.

c	 She won her first Grand Slam tournament – Wimbledon – in the  
	 doubles with Max Mirnyi.

d	 She started winning matches, and she was in the world’s top 100  
	 female tennis players.

e	 She won all four Grand Slam tournaments.
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Complete the sentences. Choose one word for each gap.

1	  many sports, and in tennis, men and women do not make the same money.
2	 Serena was not happy  this. “Men and women must get the same!” she said.
3	 Some of  the big tournaments listened  her.
4	 In 2014, she won the women’s singles  the US Open, and Marin Čilić won  
	 the men’s singles. Čilić got $3,000,000, and Serena got $3,000,000, too.
5	 In 2017, Serena was thirty-five. Some people said she was  old for a tennis player. 
6	 But she worked  and won more tournaments.
7	 Serena talked about the problems  mums and  working mums.

Answer the questions. Choose numbers from the box.

one               one               four               twenty               twenty-three               thirty-five

At 1  years old, Serena Williams was number 2  
in the world, and she was number 3  again at 4  
years old. She has 5  Grand Slam wins and 6  
Olympic gold medals.

Tick  five things Serena loves.

being a mum	 	 clothes and fashion	 	 helping people	
playing tennis	 	 sleeping	 	 watching films	
working hard	 	 working in her garden	

6

7

8

1	 a  Of
	 b  At
	 c  In

2	 a  on
	 b  for
	 c  about

3	 a  to
	 b  on
	 c  because 

4	 a  for
	 b  on
	 c  at

5	 a  too
	 b  to
	 c  two

6	 a  well
	 b hard
	 c  very

7	 a  with . . .  with
	 b  for . . .  for
	 c  by . . .  by
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Look at the pictures. Look at the letters. Write the words.

1	        ( n e e k )

2	                 
	 ( y c O p l m i    a e s m G )

3	          ( n t n i s e )

4	                   
	 ( n t n i s e    u t r o c )

5	                   
	 ( n t n i s e    k c t r a e )

6	       ( i n w )

Read the definitions. Choose the correct words from the box. There are three extra words.

       divorce      business      end      gold medal      charity      match      female      racism      fashion

1	 A girl or woman is  .
2	  is believing that some groups of  people are better than others.
3	 You are first in a tournament, and then you get a  .
4	 A  buys and sells things.
5	 A husband and wife  , and then they are not together.
6	 A  helps people in need. Many people give money to charities.
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