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ANSWER KEY STWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA

During-reading questions

1 In 1866
2 Professor Aronnax is a scientist. Her work  

is about animals.
3 A new animal in the sea
4 Professor Aronnax understands animals.

1 For three months
2 The Nautilus is Captain Nemo’s submarine.
3 Captain Nemo knows Professor Aronnax’s 

books.

1 The sea
2 Ned Land can get a lot of  money for the 

pearls. 
3 The Nautilus can go under the ice.

1 Captain Nemo
2 The Nautilus has air for 48 hours.
3 A giant squid
4 The boat attacks the Nautilus.

After-reading questions
1 It is not an animal. It is a submarine.
2 The animal kills people.
3 Bad people kill Captain Nemo’s family and 

he wants a new home. Captain Nemo does 
not like people, and he cannot live near them. 
Captain Nemo makes the Nautilus and then 
he can live in the sea.

4 Model answers:
 He is a good man:
  • He gives money to people.
  • He helps Professor Aronnax and  

  Ned Land.
  • He is a good teacher to Professor Aronnax.
  • He gives the pearls to the man.

Before-reading questions

1 a In the story, people cannot go on a plane.
 b In the story, people can go on a train.
 c In the story, people cannot go in a car.
 d In the story, people can go on a boat.
 e In the story, people can write to friends.
 f In the story, people cannot talk on the 

phone.

2 Model answers: Professor Aronnax is a 
woman. She is young. She is wearing a hat. 
Her face is happy.
Captain Farragut is a captain. He is old. He 
is wearing a coat. His face is happy.
Ned Land is a man. He is young. He is 
wearing a shirt. His face is angry.
Captain Nemo is a captain. He is young. He 
is wearing a hat. His face is sad.

3 Model answer: My sea animal is very big. 
Its body is blue and orange. It has ten legs 
and five eyes. Its big mouth has many teeth. 
The animal lives in very cold water. Every 
day, it eats people for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner.

1 a South Pole
 b air
 c move
 d shark
 e scientist
 f submarine
 g sea
 h ice

5 Model answer: This is a submarine.  
It is travelling underwater and under the ice. 
It is long and pointed and looks a bit like  
a fish. It is made of  metal.
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 He is a bad man:
  • He kills people.
  • He says that Professor Aronnax and  

  Ned Land cannot go home.
  • He takes money.
5 Model answer: Professor Aronnax likes  

the Nautilus. She is happy on it, and she 
learns a lot. But after ten months, she wants  
her home.

6 Model answer: Ned Land is not happy  
on the Nautilus. He wants his home, and he 
does not like Captain Nemo. (But he likes 
pearls!)

7 Captain Nemo has clothes for the sea.  
They have air in them.

8 Model answer: She likes the Nautilus.  
And now she can sleep.

9 Model answer: The man is not a bad man, 
and he does not have a lot of  money.

10 Model answer: “They are bad people. 
They are bad to many good people. They 
are attacking me and now I can stop them.”

11 Reader’s own answer.
12 Professor Aronnax goes 20,000 leagues on 

the Nautilus.

Exercises
1 Professor Aronnax’s work about animals  

is very good.
2 The new animal in the sea kills people.
3 Professor Aronnax cannot/can’t open the 

door.
4 Captain Nemo knows Aronnax’s books.
5 Ned Land wants his home.
6 There are trees in the sea.
7 The Nautilus cannot/can’t move in the ice.
8 The boat cannot/can’t stop the Nautilus!

1 People are talking about a new animal  
in the sea.

2 “The animal is attacking us!”
3 “The ice is stopping us. We cannot move.”
4 “They’re attacking/are attacking us!”
5 “Why are you killing those people?”

1 After three months . . .
2 “You’re on the Nautilus.”
3 “We’re in a submarine!”
4 Submarines move under the water.
5 “We can go to the South Pole.”
6 “Now I live in the sea.”
7 “People cannot know about the Nautilus.”

1 g       2  b       3  a       4  d
5 e       6  h       7  c       8  f

1 “We can find the new animal.”
2 “He can kill the animal for us.”
3 “You’re a good scientist, but now you can 

learn from me.”
4 “How can we do that?”
5 “This animal can be our dinner this evening.”
6 “I can get a lot of  money for pearls!”
7 “Please can we go home?”

1 c       2  a       3  e       4  b       5  d

1 There is good food in the sea.
2 Captain Nemo lives in beautiful rooms.
3 “That’s a big pearl!”
4 “There’s a lot of  money in those old boats.”
5 “I kill bad people.”
6 “I, Captain Nemo, am the first person at  

the South Pole.”
7 “A giant squid is attacking us.”
8 “I can make a new home.”

Project work
Reader’s own answers.
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