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Penguin        Readers

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

1	 prisoners	 2  were	 3  was	 4  Jewish	
5  happening	 6  museum 

1	 Pavel	 2  Shmuel	 3  Bruno	 4  Hitler (the Fury)
5  Gretel	 6  Lieutenant Kotler	 7  Maria	 8  Father

1	 Lieutenant Kotler	 2  Maria	 3  Father	 4  Gretel
5  Pavel	 6  Bruno	 7  Hitler (the Fury)	 8  Shmuel
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Things that are the same Things that are different

They are both young boys.

They both want adventure.

They are both friendly.

They both like to play.

They were born on the same day.

They both had to leave their homes  
(but for different reasons).

They are both frightened of  Lieutenant Kotler.

Bruno is German and Shmuel is Polish.

Bruno is free and Shmuel is a prisoner.

Bruno doesn’t know what is happening at 
Auschwitz but Shmuel does.

Shmuel is Jewish and Bruno is not.

Shmuel is smaller than Bruno.
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Reader’s own answers.

Reader’s own answers.

Reader’s own answers.
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7
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Who is in  
the picture?

What is happening? Why is it important?

Mother, Father, 
Hitler, Bruno, 
Gretel, Maria

The family are having 
dinner with Hitler and  

his girlfriend, Eva.

It is when Bruno’s father  
is given a new job as  

Commandant of  Auschwitz.

Bruno
Bruno looks out of   

his window and sees  
lots of  children.

It is the first time that Bruno sees 
Auschwitz – he doesn’t know what 
it is or who the people are, but it 

makes him worry.

Bruno, Shmuel
Bruno is exploring  
and he finds a boy,  

Shmuel, in the camp.

It is the first time that Bruno has 
met someone his age. Bruno  
and Shmuel become friends.

Bruno, Shmuel, 
Kotler

Shmuel is cleaning glasses 
and has eaten some food 

that Bruno gave him. 
Kotler sees him eating.

Bruno lets his friend get into 
trouble because he is afraid of  

Kotler. Bruno hopes that  
Shmuel will forgive him.

Father, Bruno
Bruno’s father is  
shaving his head  

because he has lice.

The soldiers think that Bruno 
is a prisoner when he goes into 
Auschwitz. It is the beginning  

of  the end for him.

Bruno, Shmuel, 
prisoners

They are being taken  
into a dark room.

It is where the boys and the  
other prisoners are killed.  
No one sees them again.


